
 

HONOR Flight 
by Jack Howard, Lt. jg USNR, long retired 

I was very honored to be able to participate in Honor Flight #5 from Syracuse to the Washington DC Memorials. It was 
an overwhelming experience. 

SYRACUSE: arrived at the airport about 5:15 AM from Skaneateles via their 
Laker Limo. I met my Guardian Ms. Elizabeth Burton ( who pushed my wheel 
chair a mile) and enjoyed a donut and coffee. Many volunteers were there. Our 
whole contingent of 80 veterans, 80 Guardians and 21 Staff proceeded thru 
security check and ran into our first encounter of people applauding us and an 
extensive Honor Guard before our loading area. We took off at 7:00 AM on 
schedule for Washington, breakfast on the way. 
WASHINGTON: arrived about 8:00 AM and the plane (321 Airbus) was 
greeted by the Fire Department giving us a water stream salute. The Terminal 
must have given an announcement that our Honor Flight arrived. All 
passengers came out of the boarding areas to applaud and shake our hands             
as we traveled thru the terminal. It led me to tears to be given so much attention. 
TRAVEL: we were given four large modern buses to travel around for the day. The busses had restrooms and 
compartments for wheel chairs that we needed. We had a police escort all day, front and back. We never stopped for a 
traffic light. We needed that to keep our itinerary.
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Food Pantry Friends! 

The IFC is putting on a Jazz Concert 
“Feeding Body and Soul,” so that we 
may (1) raise money to better serve 
you and (2)  make our name, and 
services, better known throughout the 
county.  We are also using this as a 
Food Drive. 
The Interreligious Food Consortium 
(IFC) has been a friend to Food 
Pantries throughout the County by 
organizing Food Drives (including 
the annual Postal Drive), Providing 
Food to Pantries and helping connect 
those in need with Pantries that can 
help them.  The IFC is putting on a 
Jazz Benefit to help them continue in 
their mission.  Please consider 
attending what promises to be a 
wonderful evening of entertainment, 
and enjoy the opportunity to help our 
friends in need. 
*Poster on page #3

May is Manor Month  

Don’t forget the Mother’s Day 
plant sale at church before and 
after the service.  There will be a 
wide variety of large healthy 
plants in hanging baskets.  The 
price is the same as last year, 
$18.00.  The proceeds will 
benefit the Manor.

http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org


HONOR Flight (Continuation) 
by Jack Howard, Lt. jg USNR, long retired 

MEMORIALS: our first stop was the WWII Memorial located 
below the reflection pond for the Washington Monument. It had 
fountains in the center, and pillars representing each State located 
by their entrance into the Union. The Memorial to those who died 
in WWII was a wall containing 4,000 gold stars, each star 
representing 100 military persons who died in the war (Over 
400,000 died) 
Our next stop after lunch on the bus, was the Vietnam Memorial. 
It is a long black marble wall that’s starts at ground level and 
increases to 7 feet at the center and then continues back to ground 
level. It contains over 49, 000 names engraved in the marble.  
Very impressive.  I was also very moved by a Memorial to the 
Vietnam Nurses. It was a sculpture of three nurses , one holding a 
severely wounded soldier, one waving to a medical helicopter and 
a third securing his gear. 
Our next Memorial was the Korean War Memorial that consists of 
a squad of infantry soldiers on patrol advancing in a very hostel situation. They were stainless steel sculptures 
wearing ponchos as in the rain. The faces are very realistic showing fear and alertness. There is also a marble wall 
that has faces of the troops etched in the long adjacent marble wall. They are very visible at night. 
ARLINGTON VA: we traveled across the Patomic River to the Aplington National Cemetery to witness the 
changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. It was very solum and with great respect. We 
witnessed the changing at both 2:00 PM and 2:30. General Dempcy, the current Chief of Staff of the US Military 
came into our ranks at the Tomb site to shake the hands of those he could reach. 
We toured the Arlington National Cemetery by bus and then visited the Air Force Memorial on the highest point by 
the Cemetery and in full view of the Pentagon. The Memorial consists of two high elliptical spires and several 
walls of marble. One wall listed the major air strikes by the Air Force in WWII and the successes of air activity in 
Europe. 
Iwo Jima Memorial: was observed next as the busses drove around the circular park containing the famous flag 
raising at the top of Mount Iwo. The Monument is very big and if you look at the flag pole it does look like the flag 
is rising. (due to clouds moving above it) 
FLIGHT BACK TO SYRACUSE: our return thru the Reagan National Airport was equaling impressive for the 
applauding and hand shaking we encountered as we traveled to our boarding area. This time we  
had both an Honor guard but also a group of dancing young ladies who were primarily tap dancers. We had box 
lunch and were entertained in flight by having a “mail call” like our overseas days. I was lucky to receive two 
packets of ”mail”. One was from the Middle School students from Weedsport that thanked me but also emphasized 
“beat Army”. The second packet contained 35 thank you and well wished notes from my Friends and Colleagues 
within the First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles. Very kind words were said. That too, was overwhelming. 
AIRPORT WELCOME: many people came to the airport to welcome we 80 veterans home. The fire trucks gave us 
a water stream reception. There was much applauding mixed with hugs and hand shakes from a lot of our close 
friends. There was a brief program that included Rep Klatco and others. 
ARRIVING IN SKANEATELES: our Laker Limo arrived at the American Legion Hall about    
9:00 PM and the Legion Members were there to greet we four Veterans. They thanked us and gave us hats and pins 
to wear. It was a wonderful ending of such an eventful day. I never would have believed when I enlisted in the 
Navy at 18 in 1942 that I would be receiving such a wonderful perk now that I am  91 years old. 

The Honor Flight from Syracuse to the Washington Memorials was an overwhelming experience for me. I shed 
a lot of tears and am very grateful for it. I also received a "Mail Call" packet on our flight back to Syracuse from 
my friends and colleagues in our congregation. It too, was overwhelming. I am very grateful for all of your kind 
words for Ruth and me in these notes.  
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   FEEDING BODY & SOUL
   A Jazz Benefit for Hunger

  FRIDAY MAY 15,2015

7PM-10PM

PALACE THEATER
Doors Open at 6PM

Tickets: $25 dollars at the door
Students with ID $10 dollars

(Also available at Sound Garden, 310 W Jefferson St)

Non Perishable Food Items Accepted 

All Proceeds and Donations to Benefit

The Interreligious Food Consortium

GRUPO PAGAN

JT HALL JAZZ CONSORT

SIGNATURE MUSIC

COMEDIANS 

     STEVEN ROGERS & MIKE TERRY
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Hello All 
by Mary Margaret 

I have heard you have made it through a really tough winter!  I have to admit that the winter was not as tough here 
(concerning temperatures and snow, but the DARKNESS was a different story :) Flowers are blooming, trees are 
budding and the sun is out more now for us too.  It is the middle of April and light until almost 9:00pm already! The 
attached pictures show a church nearby where I am in a women's chorus once a week and have attended a service there. 
 The state church is Lutheran.  
Also, a garden that is downtown is shown and a castle/mansion that is about 1/2 an hour away, right on the water. We 
head to Paris for a long weekend May 1st!  Anna is very excited to see the Eiffel Tower. We visited my family in 
Alabama for Easter. It was great to be back in America after being away for 9 months. Hope all is well!   
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Manor News 

The Manor is a residence for active seniors and well elderly.  At present, furnished and unfurnished suites with a private 
bath are available for long and short term rent. Room rates depend on size of the room and range from $850-$1500 
available per month.  In addition to all meals and food, cable and Wi-Fi are included as well as laundry detergent and 
paper products. Limited space is available for a car at an additional fee. Call the church office at 685-5048 for more 
information.  One of the board members would be glad to give a tour to anyone interested in our friendly home-like 
facility. 

Pat Thompson was a longtime and much loved resident of the Manor.  In warm weather she could always be found 
sitting on the front porch.   Recently Pat passed away.  Her family requested that donations be made to the Manor for the 
specific purpose of purchasing new porch furniture in her honor. We would like to extend many thanks to Nancy and 
Jac Thompson and Krista Loomis, Pat’s daughter, for this thoughtful gesture. The furniture has been purchased from 
Ace Hardware in town. By the time you read this the two chairs and a love seat should be on the porch and ready to go.  
Stop by and sit a spell with our residents.   

Ted has moved to Auburn but promises he will be back for visits.  He will be greatly missed. 

We would like to thank the following people who served the Sunday dinner for the month of April: Sandy and Tom 
Holbrook, Jan Shadle and Bob Cook, Nan Corsello and Carolyn Schwab.  The sign-up sheet is on the west wall of 
the Sims Room. 

Care and Compassion

The Deacons are working on a new way for 
congregation members to share their concerns and 
celebrations.  If you are not in church on Sunday, 
or if you are not comfortable with standing up to 
speak during the service you can list your concern 
or celebration on a card that will be in each pew.  
This card can be placed in the offering tray during 
the service or put in one of two Prayer Boxes that 
will be located in the Simms Room and the 
Narthex.  If you’d like this to be shared with the 
congregation it will be, but if you prefer to keep it 
more private, it will only be shared with the 
Ministers of the Church (Pastors, Elders, Deacons 
and the Prayer Chain).  Look for these new cards 
and Prayer Boxes coming soon!

Bell Notes 
On May 3rd The Bell Choirs joined together to 
play “Invitation”, an original work by Mr. Kevin 
McChesney.  “Invitation” was commissioned 
through the Margaret Spitzer Endowment for the 
Bell Choirs and 1st performed on April 29th, 
2012.   
On May 31st The Chancel Bells will ring “The 
Spirit in our Midst” by Sandra Eithun. This piece 
is set for bells, choir chimes and will be narrated 
by Ginny Fennessy.  You may recognize the hymn 
tunes, Spirit of the Living God and Breathe on me 
Breath of God which are incorporated with the 
original melody. 
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Our Sudanese Mission 
By Jack Howard 

Security in our area of Jonglei State is stabilizing 
and we hope efforts to reconcile the conflicting 
political factions will be successful. JDF plans are 
to refurbish our original Clinic/Hospital at the start 
of the dry season in November/December. JDF is 
now operating at three locations as our facilities can 
be set up and equipped. 
We have been active at Panyagor in Twic East 
County for months now providing urgent care to 
refugees. We have established a more developed 
Clinic at Poktap in Duk County that is providing 
full medical treatment and has a cold chain solar 
capability to provide immunizations and pre-natal 
and delivery care. This operation can be transferred 
as needed to Duk Payuel in the near future dry 
season. Care of refugees for nutrition is critical here 
now. Our third location is at Ayueldit in Duk 
County where a two man staff is carrying out 
nutrition evaluation and food distribution. 
Dan Pisegna, our Executive Director,  just 
completed a six week tour to Juba and our facilities 
to coordinate operations and establish funding for 
our activities with our partners such as IMA, World 
Bank, UNISEF and World Heath Organization. 
JDF has just received a fully functional ambulance 
from the World Heath Organization thru  the 
Ministry of Health. John Dau is conducting a search 
to hire a Country Director to administrate JDF 
affairs in Juba and the State of Jonglei. Capable 
candidates have been found. An office facility is 
also being established. 
  

Men’s Brunch 

“ WE HAVE TO WORK HARDER” 

Larry Weiss repeated this very timely statement and admonition by the late 
Marie Knox at Men’s Breakfast on April 19th. Larry’s topic was Music a 
central part of the religious experience. You may download his presentation 
on his web site http://www.gort.net under Sermons and talks. We had 
record attendance but unfortunately ran out of just about everything. We 
apologize to the late comers and will “work harder.” We were able to 
donate $50 towards the the Youth Mission Trip. 

On May 24th we welcome Jean and Len Soprano from Kindred Kingdoms 
Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc. New York State wildlife rehabilitators are a 
group of about 900 dedicated individuals licensed by the state and federal 
government to care for injured and orphaned wildlife. Each rehabilitator has his or her own specialty with facilities and 
equipment. Jean and Len take care of Black Bears and Birds of prey with a goal to care for wildlife and get them healthy 
and strong enough to be returned to the wild. Just this past fall they assisted in a Bald Eagle rescue from Cranberry Lake 
and in February took care of a starving Screech Owl from nearby Sennett. They will have an extremely interesting talk 
and slide show about many of their varied rescues. This will be a do not miss presentation for everyone, especially our 
children and teens. They will bring in a number of hawks and owls. Sorry, no bears!  

Flowers for Services Needed Weekly 

The sanctuary looks so beautiful each Sunday with 
the presence of fresh flowers! Please consider 
honoring and remembering loved ones for their 
birthdays, anniversaries, milestones, or other 
special occasions and remembrances by purchasing 
flowers for a Sunday service. A sign-up poster 
board for all of 2015 is located in the Sims Room 
along with the name and number of the florist to 
contact.  

You also get to put your own message in the 
bulletin the week your flowers are displayed along 
with being able to take home your flowers and/or 
donate them to those whose day could be 
brightened with the flowers. Purchases and 
messages (given to Peggy Surdam) must be made 
by the Wednesday before the Sunday you signed up 
for. Thank you in advance for your consideration of 
making Sundays a little more beautiful for 
everyone. 

Photo by Eric Brown
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From the Senior Pastor 

 In the early 1900s there was a member of our Church, whose brothers 
each left her their estates. As a woman of modest means, she felt burdened by 
this and her friends advised her “Instead of waiting until your own Will is read 
and some other family member is overwhelmed, why not do something that will 
make a difference that you and those you care about can enjoy?” She divided 
these estates: funding the addition to the Skaneateles Library called “The 
Sphinx,” she also provided our Sanctuary with electric lighting and our first Pipe 
Organ. Similarly, a decade ago, Marie Knox had an IRA which at age 90 she 
realized if she did not use, she would lose to the Government, so she gave it to 
the Church, with the provision that the Session would use it to make a difference. 
After three years, our Session acted to use this gift to remove the broken up 
concrete of the abandoned driveway on the east-side of the Sanctuary; to replace 
the front sidewalks; to replace the Church signboard which had rotted; to replace 
the Genesee Street entry floor with oak; to rehang the front doors; to increase the lighting; and to create a 
Restroom in the abandoned Casket/Wagon exit on the east-side of the Narthex. Neither of these members ever 
wanted these projects named after them, but sincerely believed that their gifts should make a difference in places 
they enjoyed, for the people they enjoyed. 

 Have you looked at your Church lately? There is not a need for a full blown Capital and Building 
Campaign, but it has been 17 years since our carpets were replaced, offices and hallways painted. Our custodian 
Eddy Hernandez provided craftsmanship eliminating the bubbles and bumps in the subfloors, but the great 
quantity of traffic our Church enjoys has meant that the carpet is wearing and needs to be replaced. Our Associate 
Pastor has been with us almost a year, and our technological capabilities have grown far beyond the capacity of 
our equipment. There are many wonderful ways, we could enhance our Church's resources to make the Church 
more inviting and attractive and useful, if people would like to make gifts like these two ladies, for their Church 
to enjoy in your own lifetime. 

A Curious Reality  

In Churches across the world, the 
leadership of the Church (Session/
Council/Consistory) is aging, with 
modal age among “Elders” of 80. This 
is wonderful, as these persons care 
about their congregations and have 
time available to serve. However, our 
Church's Session has a median age of 
50, currently with as many between 50 
and 65, as between 16 and 50. This is a 
strong statement of the number of 
younger members in our congregation, 
and their commitment to the Church, 
even balanced with work, travel and 
family. We are exceedingly thankful for 
the service and commitment of every 
individual. This is one more 
circumstance where this Church stands 
outside what is assumed. 

Presbytery Discussion of Vanderkamp 

The Presbyteries of Cayuga-Syracuse, Northern New York, and Utica 
have jointly owned and operated a camp in Cleveland, New York for 
several decades. Last October, recognizing that the mortgage on this 
property would be coming due for renewal and refinancing, and that 
the Vanderkamp Board would have already completed their regular 
financial audit, a Special Meeting of Presbytery was Called for 
Tuesday, May 5th at 6:30pm at the Columbian Presbyterian Church in 
LaFayette, NY, for the Presbytery to fully understand the conditions 
of the property, the terms of indebtedness, the abilities to repay, and 
the needs of the Camp. All possibilities are on the table. 

Spitzer Handbell Anthem: Invitation 

“Invitation” is an anthem for Handbells, composed by Dr. Kevin 
McChesney for the Handbell Choirs of First Presbyterian Church of 
Skaneateles, NY. On Sunday, May 3rd our choir will reprise this 
piece in worship as part of our Handbell Choirs' repertoire. 

A Safe Return 

Easter morning at the Benediction of the worship services, the children of the Church released 8 doves as a symbol of our 
“Alleluias” winging their way to Heaven. We are pleased to report that in spite of a snow storm that evening, and predators from 
Montezuma refuge, all eight doves made their way home to Vernon, NY, as Doves are actually a variety of Homing Pigeon.  
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Hello Church 
by Rev. Mario Bolivar 

Check-out the steps that the design team took in the creation of our new church logo! We were able to take an old image that 
we use in our bulletins and give it a fresh look. You will see our new logo in many things, such as business cards, letters, 
new bulletins, website, Facebook, and youtube. We are still working on what kind of font will work best for us and for all of 
the new and exciting things that we are trying to do, but the imagine is set!  
The idea to use the old, but known painting that is located in the Sim’s room.  We wanted our logo to be something that our 
community could easily relate to, but also something that people would find energetic and appealing. The design team is 
brainstorming in the infinite ways that this new logo could be of service, so the work is far from over, but we know that this 
logo is a step in the right direction to show the world how alive we are within our church for the Glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
In addition, since we are talking about tools and technology, we would like to share and invite you to check out our new 
Youtube® channel. You do not need an account to access the videos and the information—you only need to be able to access 
a web browser like Google Chrome ® or Safari® and search for the youtube® website. Once you are on the website, go to 
the search option and type any combination of our church’s name such as “Presbyterian Church Skaneateles Sermon” and 
the day of the sermon “4.26.15” and the website will take you to the selection of videos that are available for that day, or 
simply find the playlist option within the channel to see any old and/or new videos.  
Dear church, if you are interested in learning more about how to use this video website, but are having issues with the 
youtube website or the church youtube channel, please do not hesitate in contacting the church office or                             
email mario@skanpresby.org  

Blessings,  
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Presbyterian Women of the Congregation 

PWC--Circle Meetings:  Thursday, May 7th---Lesson 8 
Mary/Martha Circle    :   9:30 a.m., at the home of Nan Corsello 
Esther/Sarah  Circle    :   1:00 p.m., at the Church 

We thank all who helped as we entertained the " Spring Gathering " of the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery (PWP) 
on Thursday, April 30, 2015. Many churches were represented. We heard from Rev. Kathleen Griffin, a Mission 
Coworker to Argentina, Anne Reynolds on PW Finances and information about our local Vanderkamp. 

We also collected Church World Service kits to be taken to their Warehouse in N.J. until needed. 
We thank you for bringing items for our 18 Hygiene Kits that we packed.  The Marcellus Presbyterian Women brought 
50 School Kits to be delivered also.

*Located by our East Genesee entrance

Have you seen our new and improved bulleting board? May Birthdays!  

Phoebe Glowacki 5/2 
Casey Kenan 5/13 
Neil Hoselton 5/31 
Coleen Hoselton 5/20 
Kathleen Witter 5/17 
Kathy Kinder 5/6 
Ann Higbee 6/6 

May Anniversaries 
Nancy and Chuck Williams 5/1  
Jeanne and Tony Lima 5/31 
Mario and Mel Bolivar 5/21 
Penny and Bill Allyn

May Church Calendar
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Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2015                             2016                                2017                          Youth Elders 
Bard Connor-Wood               Joe Grasso                                  David Badami                   Dominic Grasso 
Don Cross                             Cindy Hinman                            Ginny Fennessy                 Christopher Niebuhr 
Tim Green                             Claudia Lambdin                        Jill Marshall 
Jon Soderberg                        Kathleen Witter-Rogers             Doug Rutan    

Elder Alternates 
David Graham, Cindy Dempsey and Priscilla Worral 

Deacons 2015                 

Joe Bernazzani 
Kristin Bernazzani 
Melanie Hensley 
Allison Hinman 
Chad Rogers 
Donna Volz 

2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Rachel Rhoads 

From our friends at Skaneateles Ecumenical Food Pantry
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First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Doris Hill, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Stephanie Mowery, Dir. of Adult & Children's Choir 
Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 
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